A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
THE REVOLUTION
The period 1685-89 covers the effective reign of James II.
That is, it begins at the moment when Charles II, his brother!
died, and ends at the moment when the Dutch seized the royal
palace in London. It falls into four unequal parts, (i) The
rebellions: these and their immediate effects are over in nine
months—by November 1685. (2) The last attempt at religitw
tolerance: lasting two years, from the Parliament of November
1685 to the pregnancy of the Queen, about December 1687.
(3) The expectation of an heir: some six months, from December
1687 to the birth of James III on June 10,1688. (4) The Dutch
invasion: six months, from the birth of James III to the capture
of Whitehall by the Dutch on December 17, 1688.
James's Quiet Accession* James succeeded peaceably.
Even the wealthier merchants of London took his position for
granted, and the people of the capital followed suit. He made
a speech to the Council, which was printed and distributed,
saying that he would support the Church and state as he found
them, and immediately summoned a Parliament to meet in three
months, on May 19. He put his brother-in-law, Lord Rochester,
a strong Protestant and supporter of the Church of England, at
the head of the Government, and kept Sunderland as Secretary
to the Council.
Two points of importance arose at this opening of his reign:
(i) the maintenance of the revenue to carry on the public services
until Parliament should meet; (2) the attitude of the Govern-
ment towards the Catholics.
James assumes his Due Revenue* The first was settled
on common-sense lines. The revenue granted to the King
—that is, the Government — for carrying on the affairs of
the nation had been voted not for the continuation of one
Parliament, nor to the monarch of the day, but to Charles II as
a. person. At his death it lapsed. But the Army, Navy, etc.,
could not be maintained out of nothing, and therefore until the
Parliament met all the customs and half the excise were paid intD
the Treasury, the great merchants who were the principal payeis
cordially agreeing.
The Catholic Question: (a) James's Personal Position;
(It) Toleration of Catholics as a Whole. The Catholic qup-
tkm was more difficult. It had two parts: first, what the King
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